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riority to the individual manner of tilling the soil.
While removing the prejudice against collectiviza-
tion the government also drove home to the peasantry
its new prison ideals and policies. The masses are
made to see that there is no real gulf between them-
selves and the man in prison and that the government
does not consider him "inferior" or the victim of an
"evil spirit," but rather as a man who had been
wronged by circumstances. The commingling of the
prisoner with the free peasants in itself promotes the
government's penal aim of curing the criminal by keep-
ing him as close to free, normal life as is consistent
with the limitations of his position as a man who had
taken the law into his own hands and therefore has
to be made aware of this and corrected for the future.
Even the bare dimensional description of some of
these prison colonies gives a fairly good indication of
what their social and mental impact is both upon the
criminal and upon the free population that comes in
touch with them. The communes here described are
located in widely scattered parts of the Soviet Empire:
Agricultural Prison Commune "Volia" (Freedom)
in the Province of Gomel has 299 desiatins of land (a
desiatin is 2.70 acres). Of this land 163 desiatins is
tilled, 45 desiatins is pasture land and 75 desiatins is
composed of garden land. The colony has its own
flour mill, lumber works. It has a tractor and an elec-
tric station. Total number of prisoners employed is
170. The government's sustaining fund to this com-